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background:  Black race is associated with poorer long-term outcomes after acute myocardial infarction (AMI), but it remains unclear to 
what extent socioeconomic status (SES) mediates or modifies this relationship.
Methods:  We used data from the Cooperative Cardiovascular Project, a nationally representative dataset of Medicare beneficiaries 
with AMI with 17 years of follow-up, to characterize racial differences in life expectancy after AMI across SES levels. Patient SES was 
categorized into low, medium, and high using ZIP code level median household income.
results:  Of the 141,095 patients with AMI, 6.3% were black and 6.8% had low SES. Post-AMI life expectancy estimates were shorter for 
black than white patients across all SES levels in patients ≤75 years of age at AMI. Differences in white-black life expectancy were greatest 
among patients with high and medium SES and smallest among patients with low SES. Adjustment for patient and treatment characteristics 
attenuated the association between race and post-AMI life expectancy in younger patients and reversed the association in older patients, 
but racial differences in life expectancy continued to vary by SES (Figure). Black race was associated with shorter life expectancy in high 
and medium SES patients <68 years of age.
conclusion:  SES modifies the relationship between race and post-AMI life expectancy but does not explain this association. Racial 
disparities in post-AMI outcomes are greatest in patients with high SES.
 
